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The act of counting consists in

establishing a one—one correlation
between the set of objects counted and
the natural numbers (excluding 0) that

are used up in the process®2.
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of mathematics would be the series of
whole numbers,

1, 2, 3, 4,---etc.

Probably only a person with some
mathematical knowledge would think of
beginning with 0 instead of with 1, but
we will presume this degree of
knowledge; we will take as our starting

point the series:
0, 1, 2, 3,--'n, ntl, -

and it is this series that we shall mean
when we speak of the “series of natural
numbers. ”
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a brace of pheasants and a couple of days
were both instances of the number 2: the
degree of abstraction involved is far
from easy. And the discovery that 1 is
a number must have been difficult. As for
0, it is a very recent addition; the
Greeks and Romans had no such digit. *2
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The number one claims an exceptional
position, which we meet again in the
natural philosophy of the Middle Ages.
According to this, one is not a number
at all; the first number is two. Two is
with 1it,
separation and multiplication begin,

the first number because,

which alone make counting possible.
Jung, C.G. “ APsychological Approach to
the Dogma of the Trinity.” 4
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